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Cover credit: Tammy Eggeling 
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Kelp Gullsfloc king over Cabbage Point with 
the SA AgulhasIlin the background 
Michelle Risi| Larus dominicanus manonense 
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A note from the editor 


Zatar Monier 


The summer edition of the wanderer pays homage to the people who call 
Manon theirhome. The holiday season isthe busiest and most bustling time 
on the island. This isthe time Manon comes to life. Love isin the air, and we 
are there to monitor it. Field assistants scampenng about the island from sun 
up till sundown and the hustle at base continues. We try to make the most 
of it, and everyday isa new adventure. I'd like to thank M80 for their 
willingness to step outside their comfort zones, Manon is about challenging 
yourself and pushing past the limits you never thought you'd overcome. As 
the expedition windsto a close we try to make the most of ourstint on our 
dear little island. Read on about the expenencesof the people living one of 
the most extreme lifestyles, unexpected guests, new(bom) anivals, and 
even some goodbyes. 

This issue is dedicated to the seal team. My colleagues have been through 
it all with me, even when Manon really didn’t want usto go outside, we’ve 
kept it together and did a good job. 


. 
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From the Team Leader 


Sandile Nkebe 


Getting this farinto the expedition hasbeen a challenging and interesting joumey. 
Besides our nomal daily duties, some of the base personnel including myself took 
advantage of the opportunity and joined the field team to weigh seal pups duning their 
breeding season. lt wasadventurous, a good fom of exercise and therapeutic when the 
time felt stationary. Having pooltable ttumamentsand playing othergameshas 
become part of ourdaily evening routine. Being on Marion Isand hastaught me to 
persevere, to be patient and to master the use of “altematives”. The phrase “use 
altematives” hasbecome a team motto and it’s what we do when we need or want 
something that we don’t have on the island. It’sa way of life one hasto leam aseany as 
possible when living in an isolated place. A person hasto adjust to the next available 
altemative. It requires people to be adaptable and flexible which are good life skills. 


Leaming about the old base decommissioning team joining uson the Island in November 
caused some fear of the unknown to many. Imagining how things would be with new 
people around wasa neverending spiral. However, their amival wasa different story. It 
felt different yet normal to see a lot of people around the base. |am actually very glad 
we have had some new faces around. The base has stopped feeling like an isolated 
place and | found new frendsand love in them. We had a sportsday together which we 
all enjoyed very much. M80 felt that it wassomething we should have done long ago, 
and gave usa desire to have more of such days, even in the absence of our visitors. 
Contrary to the feeling |had prior their anival, |am very sad that they are going to leave 
us. It feels like the quietness of being on an isolated island isawaiting usagain. 
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ECOs 
® Sealers J ‘If Godzilla had a girlfriend her name would be 
Birders JF Azorella.” Azorellakop, the beast of the North. Say 


goodbye to a path, visibility and traction control. The 
chronically misty pass over the 
mountain leaves even the most 
experienced Marionite scratching ET 
their heads and eee their Pare hts 
knees. Heavily contested 


~ 


/ Devil's Footprint, the forgotten child 
~ of Marion. An unending plateau of 
crunchy blackrock. The birders’ are 
very familiar with its intricacies, the 
Sealers are happy for them. Only 


(~ Isigodi Samachibi 
‘Jor the place of 
the pools is the name 
for the area around 
Swartkops. Possibly 
the most mire-y 
part of Marion, 
that’s saying 
something 


at ‘visio pe 
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~y The longest 
“walk on the 
island’ is the title of 
the route between the 
Rooks and Swartkops huts. 
The inland route lacks a consistent ) te 
path, a slog at times but ‘ns Toffee | | “An honourable mention to 


usa eae It inter ns. Rooks Peninsula. A steep 
eems to win here by a smaill descent down to the peninsula is 
MISUIG ILD. required to access the beaches and 
the coastline. The loop is the 
Map Credit: Pain Forms the Character gauntlet of the takeover RI but 
Nico de Bruyn and Chris Oostehuizen many grow fond of it soon after 


11 | The Wanderer | January 2024 


\4 Long ridge, a ery ape | 
formidable obstacle PFOULC,. 
north of the base. About Toh 


cee to the pains S aan 
hut, gree tl 5 Marion is 298 ha of lava rock, peat 


rse whel and penguins. The prevailing 
ing AC westerlies makes the east coast of 
the island the most habitable for 
wildlife and islanders alike. Because 
of this most fieldwork happens 
close-ish to base, but every now 
and then west side calls our name, 
and we answer. 
At least once a month, Sealers, 
Birders and ECOs embark on the 
7 i circumnavigation of the island. The 
Katedraal tS" birders go anticlockwise , the 
sealers go clockwise 
The question arises, which 
one is better? We asked our 
field team to lean in on the 
debate. 


Karrookop, many a Sealer has 

| dreaded this crossing. Whatever 

the forecast says, SE TOC} nee a 

ce aay plan. 
| , Sealers walk it both ways 


Y Blackrock Plateau, where 
i Marion keeps all her emotional 
) baggage. The undulating mounds of 
Follow path NB'is the note unsettled vegetated blackrock make 
on the map for this section. for a hair raising walk , much respect 
The unsaintlike Santa Rosa to the birders who put themselves 
Valley, a traverse across the through it. | e : le 
volcanic flow is a certified ankle ¢ 
buster 


‘New amivals to the island. 

Roc khopper Penguins precanously 
placed on the coastline where they 
breed at Swartkop Cove AS 
Michelle Risi | Eudyptes chrysocome | 
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Without any infrastructure, summer Surveyors 
live in tents for the duration of their stay 
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Roaring 
Winds 


A subantarctic Odyssey on _ Prince 
Edward Island 


Just a measly 20km off the North East coast of 
Marion, lies the untouchable Prince Edward 
Island (PEI). PEI has attained legendary status 
for being incredibly safeguarded from human 
interference, enjoying the highest level of 
environmental protection under South African 
law aS a special nature reserve. Tantalisingly 
close, the silhouette teases curious overwinterers 
who dream of setting foot on this so close, yet so 
far island just across the strait. 


Despite being historically inhabited by seal 
hunters, shipwreckers, subantarctic explorers 
and annexers alike. The island, through nothing 
Short of a miracle, remains mouse-free! The 
perfect analog for what Marion could look like 


In 2023, A small team of scientists had the 
privilege of visiting the island to conduct a 
summer survey. This was the first time in 12 
years anyone has set foot on PEI 
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By Yinhla Shihlomule - Top Predator Monitoring Coordinator 


t was an honour to spend a week on 

Prince Edward Island (PEI) and 

honestly, I never thought I would 
find myself there. I’ve always pondered 
about wildlife on PEI, imagining thriving 
invertebrates and vegetation because of 
the absence of mice. My mind even 
ventured into the depths of elephant seal 
harems and the thrilling activities of 
killer whales. These were some of the 
things that I wondered about every time I 
saw PEI from Marion Island. Little did I 
know that I would be part of the 2023 
summer survey team. 


Being on PEI was a surreal experience, 
especially since I was surrounded by a 
team that included familiar faces, from 
previous overwintering teammates to 
principal investigators running projects 
on Marion Island. But let’s not digress; 
the real gem of the story lies in the 
camping escapades and the notorious 
subantarctic wind. 


Continued on page 18 
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Photographs by Rowan Jordaan 


On the east coast of PEI, Cave Bay is an example of the sheerness of 
PEI. To a Marionite, it invokes familiarity but is completely alien 
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Upon arrival on the island, we were all excited as we 


meticulously picked our tent spots not far from the river. The 
weather was lovely, and we erected the tents without any hassle. 
However, the subantarctic weather decided to play its wildcard 
at night, and some tents did not see the sunrise - they were 
flattened. We spent morning hours trying to fix what we could. 
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Strong winds and rain at night made mornings extraordinary. We 
eventually found the best solution was positioning a tote bin inside 
the tent for extra support. Staying dry during the day was my 
mantra. We had no heaters to dry our wet clothing. But somehow, 
damp clothes would dry overnight inside the tent. 


Oh, and the killer whales! We sighted them also every single day as 
they came close to the shore, zone 1 in MIMMP-speak. If you look 
at the ocean, you were guaranteed to see them. I must mention this, 
the absence of mice on the island can easily be noticed by the 
thriving invertebrates and grasses heavy with seed. Such beauty, to 
see and imagine how Marion could look mouse-free. Camping on a 
subantarctic island was a dream come true. By setting foot on PEI I 
ticked something on my bucket list that not many will be able to. 
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2023 Prince Edward Island Summer Survey Team 


Back: Thomas Mufanadzo, Maelle Connan, Rowan Jordaan 


Row 2: Stefan Schoombie, Elsa Van Ginkel, Yinhla 
Shihlomule, Chris Oostehuizen 
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ly 


Row 3: Azianewi Makhado, Janine Schombie, Liezl Pretorius 
Row 4: Charlene Janion-Scheepers, Makhudu Masotla 


= 


Front: David Hedding 
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While a skua nest or flying gull is an easy one, 


counting paddies at King Penguin Bay 1s not 
much fun! 


Tasty sarmies and yummy choccies power us 
through the day 


However, the wind always seems to blast our face when 
we reach Maccie Bay. 


Shaky bins and moving penguins are a lot, 
especially when you are trying to focus on all the tiny white 


dots. 
When the end of the day is nigh and we are riding that = __-= 
end of census high. ges 
We know that in two weeks the cycle repeats. oie 


Ode to the Paddy Counter 

T'was the night before census, a weary birder packs their bag, 
for tomorrow they will rise before the sun to count a number of 
things that zig and zag. 

_Skuas, gulls and paddies, flying, foraging and resting 

_Itis a job that gives your patience a testing. 

_ From base to Bullard and Prinsloomeer, 

we have to count all of the above, far and near. 


And, before the day is through, 
we hope to collect at least one paddy/gulYskua poo. 


eS 
WO eggSsin an open nest. protect ¥ 
emselves the Chicks are able to 
tunand hide almost immediately 
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“Time is running up 
Tick- Tock” 


How to Samsara: a guide by Michelle Risi 


Chris] ones 
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Although this statement nngs true regarding the 
amount of time we have left for our expedition. It is also 
the opening lync on the dance song craze that hashit 
M80, only about two years after it trended in the real 
word. Thingson the island take a bit of time. Little did | 
know it would be danced to at all future team parties 
and all overthe island by our Samsara-loving team 
members. It's smple and fun so give ita try. 
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Start Samsara by Tungevaag and Raaban. Get low, bounce your 
legs while you get into Samsara formation 


Slide the front facing arm down the length of youram and 
across your torso. Have fun with this step 


Repeat the above two movesonce more 
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When the beat dropsslap yourtwo handstogetherabove 
your head to the right 


Repeat the above on the opposite side 
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It's gets real fun here... Clap in the front, behind yourbackand 
then under your leg before continuing with the move in step two 
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another one 


A breeding season story 
By Zafar Monier | Photograph by Dylan Seaton 


7 Na 
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‘They must’ve come in the night!?” the sealers 
seem surprised to find 30 new cows at Archways since 
the last time they had been there...just the day before. 


October marks the height of the Elephant seal breeding 
season on Marion Island. The adult population of Ellies 
will call the beaches home for the next couple months. 
Cows will give birth, suckle and then abruptly wean 


their pups while bulls battle fiercely for control over 
their harems and sealers scamper up and down the 
island making the most of the “October Madness” 
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Dylan Seaton 


_ animals became the 


- every harem regularly builds 
= Rigorous data collection ina 
~_ short span of time to record 
_ population size and growth, 


x term changes. And of course 


Chaotic sights, noisy 
beachesandangry.~ 


nom for sealers 


Breeding season Is the gauntlet 
that all MIMMP sealers have to 
go through. Sealers are tasked 
with the responsibility of 
tracking every tagged animal 
throughout the season. Visiting 


familianty with the animals. 


animal behaviour, and long 


we have to tag every pup bom 
on the island. 


Zafar Monier 


‘ / Ae 


Manon’s Ugly MugS Beachmaster, 

§ the ttle given to elephant seal bulls that 
contol a harem. A single bull can lay claim 
“4 to upwards of 90 cows. Bulls haul out before 

-) the cows establish the breeding 
«\ beaches, often fighting off competitors. 

_ They'll remain on the beaches throughout 

_ the season, not eating for up to 3 months. 

» Theirsole purpose of keeping challengers 
| and sealers at bay 
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‘That’s a big weaner’” the call to arms echoed 
through Marion Base. Every year sealers undertake the 
mammoth task of weighing 115 weaned elephant seal 
pups at the height of the busy breeding season. They're 
going to need some help. 
Ellie pups are born at a plump 40Okg and after just 3 
weeks they balloon to a hefty 190kg. Cows will haul up 
to beaches, almost immediately give birth and then 
suckle their pups for 23 days before abruptly weaning, 
leaving them to fend for themselves. 
The sealers choreograph the cumbersome at- 
first, chaotic at-best, dance on the beaches. 


P for Numbers being shouted, geared up to the chin, 
°o 


"| never forgetting to watch out for the bull! 


Natures Midwife 


by Dylan Seaton 


Death is everywhere 
- Kyle Maurer M80 Birder 


When one thinks of nature, words that come to mind can 


be; paradise, beautiful, pnstine or wondrous, and Manon Is 
no exception. However, there is altemate side to this. 


Wildlife magazinestend not to show the wilder side of 
nature , yet it is part of the great circle of life. 
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The Elephant Seal breeding season. Thistime brought a 
tremendous boom of life to Manon. The afterbirth of an 
elephant seal isa hot commodity for the Sub-Antarctic 
Skua, and if timed nght, one could witness the horde of 
chaotic Skuas snatching what they can, without concem 
forthe newly bom pup and its mother. These Skuas have 
recently dubbed as Natures Midwife due to their 
behaviour. 


While a gory scene, these birds, much like vultures, can be 
considered the ‘clean-up crew’ of Manon Island, allowing 
little to go to waste. Despite their gnzzly nature; Skuas, 
Giant Petrels and Paddiesare valued forthe services they 
provide to Manon’s ecosystem. 
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WHAT = 
DOESN’T | 
KILL YOU, * 
MAKES -_ Qa 
YOU A f25 =* 
BEACHMASTER 


by Tammy Eggeling 


There are not many placesin the word where killer whalescan be 
regularly witnessed, let alone observed from the shore where they'll often 
pass by justa few meters away. Thissoectacle happens here because the 
shorelines of Manon Island hold an abundance of wildlife that forms part 
ofa killer whale’s diet, including the thnving populations of penguins, fur 
sealsand elephant seals. Killer whales grace ourshoresat differing 
frequencies throughout the yeardepending on this prey availability, with a 
lot of their movement and behaviour still quite the mystery to us due to the 
limited windows of observation possible from land. No matter how often 
they pass by, none are immune to the awe brought on by a sighting with 
Manon’sroyalty. One moming in September, however, remains unnvalled 
asfarasmemorable sightings go. 


Elephant seal bulls are usually too dangerous for killers to hunt, but one ill- 
fated guy found himself comered in a small alcove below crane point, 
and some killer whales couldn't resist investigating and trying their luck. 
Proof of their incredible communication capabilities was evidenced as 
pod afterpod showed up out of nowhere to join in on the action and 
soon over 12 black and white bodies were cruising back and forth in the 
turquoise waters below. Some wisely stayed clear of thisdangerous quany, 
while others such asthe bold and expenenced adult female, Valentine, 
made a few committed chargesat the bull. Backed up againsta rock 
face, the killers were faced with only the very dangerous business end of 
the elephant sealand a stare-down of sortsensued aseach party played 
patience with the other while a few of uslooked on, utterly captivated. 


This elephant seal wasdetemnined to live another day and, in a confusion 
of tailslaps, an unreal escape was made. We have never seen an 
elephant seal bull move onto land so quickly, even though a bit worse for 
wear with a large bleeding gash on hisrump. Within a few minutes the 
dismayed killers had swiftly moved on and one would never have guessed 
at the energy-charged fight for life that had been occuming just moments 
before. That day this bulleamed himself the name Lucky Star and 
notonety alike ashe went on to become the dominant bull on the 
neighbonng beach. A large harem which he impressively held on to for 
the entirety of the breeding season. 


That day a beach master was made, aswasthe moming of a few lucky 
field assistants. 
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J armead isdealta cntical blow by 
BlikSem after enc roachingon his harem 


Zafar Monier 
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LOWK* / OWKEY 


A Ad 
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afar Monier| Photographs by Dylan Seaton — 


When the 
Killers 
come to 


play 

You wont get faron Manon 
without the nght gear. It’scold, 
its wet, It rains, hails, storms and 
snows, and worst of all, there 
are mires. You could shabbily 
stack on some layers, put on 
some gumbootsand probably 
make it to a field hut only 
mildly traumatised. 


But of course, itsnot that 
simple. Field assistants are busy- 
busy-busy and ‘faffing with 
gear isnot appreciated by 
your colleagues. 


Paracord, zip ties, bike inner 
tubesand duct tape, this may 
seem like a hardware store 
shopping list but to a Manonite 
this isthe moming checklist. On 
Manon, you leam to make-do. 
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Looking for Killer 
Whales involvesa lot of 
waiting. Tammy is 
layered up ina SANAE 
issue snow suit to stay 


warm on those 10 hour 


Shifts. Winter days easily 
have her weaning over 
30 items of clothing. 


The KillerCam, a huge 
lense isneeded to 
capture high quality 
images of distant killers. 
It’s customised with a 
plastic raincoverto 
allow for use dunng 
those pesky rain 
squalls. 
@tammyswildlife 


An interesting addition, 
we promise its for 
science. The MIMMP 
usesa crossbow to 
Sample tissue and 
deploy deviceson 
Killers. Killerwhalers 
require a gun license 
to apply forthe job. 
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The birders aren't mimicking 
porcupines, They're nest markers, 

Mish reckons she could cany fifty of 
these bad boys 


A radio is essential to stay in 
comms with other field assistants 
and to coordinate work 


Never leave base without one, 
Michelle usesherGPSto mark 
out nests and visit sites from 
previous years 


@michelle_on_manon 


“There's no such | >, 
thing as bad wish 


weather, just << oa 
inappropriate “= ee is 
es | os fan a rite oe ‘ 
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A snazzy pair of pink wind 
gogglesto keep those ice 
pellets out 


This seasons newest addition 
from Staedler. Pencil 
necklacesare divisive but 
those who use them swear 
by tt. 


| 


A birder without bins! 
IMPOSSIBLE. Binoculars really 
come in handy when the 
weathertumsand you have 
to go analog 


Nota staff, a crook! Birders use 
crooksto catch birds, in this case 
wandenng albatrosses for nnging 


A fanny packisa great way to 
keep items handy, notebook, GPS, 
snack and sunbloc 


Michelle’s personal pair of Muck 
Boots, because comfort is never to 
be taken for granted 


Beercrates hanging outside the old 
base omswindowsarea great ~ 
way to keep your bevs chilled 
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Unexpected 
Guests 


By Kelly Mogotsi | Photograph by Tammy Eggeling 


The time is 08h20, our Comms Engineer just announced 
that the first flight is 2 minutes away. M80 eagerly waited at 
the lower helipad to welcome our new guests 
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Its November 14th 2023! 


And guess what! SA AGULHAS II has just docked at Manon 
Base. Yes you read that nght, the SA AGULHAS II wasat 
Manon Island forthe second time in 2023; very exciting forthe 
M80 Team because we managed to order more ESSENTIAL 
supplies from ourhomeson the mainland. The purpose of the 
voyage wasmainly to decommission and demolish the Old 
Manon Base. Summer surveys at Prince Edward Island also 
took place dunng this voyage. The M80 Team had the 
opportunity to say goodbye to Manon ’s first base, the last 
team to eversee it! M81 will have clear sites when they first 
come here and all willseem nomal to them, as for us the old 
base had some sort of nostalgia, there are alwaysa time for 


\' ial 
eld /) ME 
spe I | i 


57 | The Wanderer | January 2024 


hellosand goodbyes. As we all know by now from our previous 
edition that we are a team of 19 people but curently there 
are 45 of uson Manon Base! The DPW&I/DFFE team Is 
expected to have completed theirdecommissioning project 
here by February 2024 and our guests will be saying their 
goodbyes to us. Knowing how M80 lovesto groove, have a 
good time and create forever memones; assoon asthe SA 
AGULHAS Il left Manon Base and blew theirhom at us, we 
threw a Welcome Party forournew guests to make them feel 
at home and welcomed in ourspace as we were not 
anticipating to be hosting anyone so soon. We only expected 
to have guests in Apnl 2024, but hey now we are a loveable 
and accommodative Team, we made it happen regardless! 


>| 
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Breakin’ it Down... 


by William Knege 

The amount of Manon Island overwintenng team 
members increased, dunng the month of November 2023, 
when joined by a team consisting of Department of 
Forestry, Fishenes and the Environment (DFFE), Department 
of Public Works and Infrastructure (DPW&l), Afncan Manne 
Solutions (AMSOL) and Scheltema (an asbestos removal 
company). These membersformed part of the Manon 


59 | The Wanderer | January 2024 


Island ‘old base removal' Team; preceding the envisaged 
2026 Mouse-Free Manon eradication. 25 of the onginal 50 
members stayed behind for 3 monthsto continue the 
base deconstruction. It took 21 DPW&l membess just over 
3 months to break down the entire Old Base. A feat 
estimated to take a team of 60 approximately six months 
to accomplish. The team isscheduled to retum to Cape 
Town in February 2024, upon the SA Agulhas’ retum from 
Antarctica. 


Zafar Monier 


s:pour one out for Old Base 
‘Je | 


Instead of work, the 
birders' use their 
whiteboard as.a record 
of the things we say to 


each other Have 
your Vj 


Wal-being: only a*birder would know this e 


feeling; a state of inner peace cvepote Mas 


Ou 


Swass: A buildup of sweat due to physical 
activity; the collective noun for a group 
of Paddi es Cor Keld asestuts. AKA Swasasttu =) 


Pronut: The only thing one needs in a hut, 
peanut butter and pronutro 


HOYOOOH: Exclaimed during a moment of 
Significance; also a greeting 


Sealers’ distance: When you don’t feel 
like covering the whole coastline 


Birders’ distance: An accurate measurement 


Big 5 breakfast: A hut meal with as many 
animal products as possible 


Use alternatives: Whenever a challenge is 
faced on Marion, use this philosophy 


Feral: What you become on Marion 


been studying 
Dictionary’? 


Samsara: If you don’t have time for this 
youre doing it wrong; a dance 


Drinking skivvy: Where time stands still 


and moves at light speed Seep 6 award row Mat 
CHIOMON ADBY S6-40 Ycws 


Choice ass: Hit it once and you will be 
back for more, comes in a variety of 
Shapes and sizes; Bakers Choice Assorted 


L 


Sleep: for the weak; see ‘Drinking Skivvy” 


Everything is not okay: see “Use 
alternatives” 


A Mascarin day: When the weather is soooo 
good you should be at the top of the 
island. Qccuvs 2-3 +wus a yar. 

Bangers: They never die; a good song 


Sisu: Strength of will in the face of 
"adversity; strengthened by alternating 
\ Sauna and cold plunges 
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